Isaiah 2:18-22 Commentary

PREVIOUS NEXT
CLICK VERSE
To go directly to that verse

Isaiah 2:1
Isaiah 2:2
Isaiah 2:3
Isaiah 2:4
Isaiah 2:5
Isaiah 2:6
Isaiah 2:7
Isaiah 2:8
Isaiah 2:9
Isaiah 2:10
Isaiah 2:11
Isaiah 2:12
Isaiah 2:13
Isaiah 2:14
Isaiah 2:15
Isaiah 2:16
Isaiah 2:17
Isaiah 2:18
Isaiah 2:19
Isaiah 2:20
Isaiah 2:21
Isaiah 2:22

Isaiah 2:18 But the idols will completely vanish. (NASB: Lockman)

English Translation of the Greek (Septuagint): And they shall hide all idols made with hands,

Amplified: And the idols shall utterly pass away (be abolished). (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

KJV: And the idols he shall utterly abolish.
NET: The worthless idols will be completely eliminated. (NET Bible)
NJB: When the idols all disappear, (NJB)

NLT:But the idols will completely vanish. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Young's Literal: And the idols -- they completely pass away.
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But the idols will completely vanish:

s |5 27:9; Ezek 36:25; 37:23; Ho 14:8; Zeph 1:3; Zec 13:2
= Isaiah 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

The idols will completely vanish - Click Isaiah 2:8 for discussion of idols including passages that take us to the end of this age
when Babylon the mother of idolatry will be finally and fully destroyed!

Related Resources: Greek Word studies on - Idols = eidolon; Idolater = eidololatres; Idolatry = eidololatreia

Idols (0457) (eliyl/elil [plural = elilim]) (Used in Is 2:8, 18, 20; 10:10, 11; 19:1, 3; 31:7) describes that which is worthless, good for
nothing, of no value. The spelling of the Hebrew word for idol is very close to the Hebrew word forGod (= el) (and some
etymologists suggest it is actually a diminutive of the Hebrew word for God). The term for God however relates to the idea of
strength or power, which makes Isaiah's contrast with "nothing" (eliyl) all that more pointed and dramatic! Worthless and good for
nothing is a fitting name for objects of worship made by human hands! God's assessment of any "god" but Himself is that “all gods of
the peoples are nought (nothing)” (Ps 96:5YLT = 1Chr 16:26YLT)

The following is a Biblical summary of eliyl - They are the product of human hands (Is 2:8, 20; 31:7; Lv 26:1), and one can therefore
discard them (Is 31:7); they are dumb (Hab 2:18); they quiver before Yahweh (Is 19:1) and vanish before Him (Is 2:18). The
expression eliyl recalls the impotence and the insignificance of these strange gods. The force of the term is probably most clearly
seen in Ps 96:5YLT “for all gods of the peoples are nothing, but Yahweh made the heavens.”

Elilim often parallels other words related to idols - pesel/pasil “sculpted image” (Is 10:10; Lv 26:1; Hab 2:18; Ps 97:7), 'atsab “carved
image” (Isa 10:11), gilluwl “idols” (Ezek 30:13), and massékah “molten image” (Lv 19:4; Hab 2:18).

As Sam Storms says we in modern societies can also practice "idolatry without idols"! Storms writes that...

Idolatry need not entail a statue of Buddha or genuflecting in a pagan temple. Idolatry is any tendency in the
human heart to dethrone God for the sake of something else, whether that be money, sex, ambition, power,
pride, or something as seemingly innocuous as respectability. To the extent that we give our affections to
anything other than God on the assumption that it can do for our souls what he can’t, we are guilty of idolatry.

John Piper defines covetousness as “desiring something so much that you lose your contentment in God”
(“Future Grace,” 221). Thus the opposite of covetousness is resting satisfied with God. Covetousness is
idolatry “because the contentment that the heart should be getting from God, it starts to get from something
else” (221). Covetousness, simply put, “is a heart divided between two gods” (221). (See papers by Storms in
Resource List for Col 3:5-notes)

Eissfeldt summarizes the OT designations for “idol” into five groups according to the OT Scriptures...

(1) Derogatory terms: boset =“shame” (bos = to be ashamed), Sigqls = “horrible thing,” tdeba = “abomination”
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(tb = abhor), hattat = "sin” (ht' = to miss a mark, fall short), 'éma = “horror”;

(2) Terms that deny the existence of the gods represented by the idols hebel = “vapor, breath,” Seqer =
“lie” (8gr = to deceive), Saw = “vanity, deceit” elil = “nothing,” 16-€l (no god) and I6-el6him “not-god”

(3) Terms that deny idols divine dignity and relegate them to the sphere of the lower, evil spirits $eirim
= “satyrs,” $édim = “demons,” — awen = “harm, disaster, evil power”;

(4) Designations that declare them to be foreign and so more or less explicitly describe them as
useless: phrases with ahér = “other”, zar = “foreign, strange, different” (verbal adj of the root of zur = to turn
away), nékar = “strange, foreign” — hadas = “new”;

(5) Designations that identify them with their images and so declare them to be lifeless matter
masséeka and nesek = “molten image,” pesel and pasil = “sculpted image,” 6seb and asab = “carved image,” —
selem and semel = “carved image,” gilldlim = “(hewn) blocks of stone,” sir = “image,” maskit = “showpiece,” and
nesia = “processional image.” (Adapted from the Theological Lexicon of the OT)

The Septuagint (LXX) renders elilim variously, most frequently with cheiropoiéta “human product” (6x) and eidola “idols” (4x).
Paul describes the vanity of idols writing to the Corinthians that...

concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as anidol in the world,
and that there is no God but one. (1Co 8:4)

Completely vanish - While modern Israel does not overtly worship idols in the classic sense described in the OT, the majority of
Israel is not even orthodox but decidedly secular. As such they, like America, are still involved in a form of "idol worship", for
anything placed in the place of the Holy One of Israel is tantamount to idol worship. This verse will not be fulfilled until the
Millennium when Israel will have no other gods before her Beloved, the Messiah Who reigns the world from Jerusalem.

Young explains why idols must completely vanish for they...

are the root from whence the other evils flow. When men turn to idolatry they pervert everything else. The root,

therefore, must be done away. (Young. Ed: The Book of Isaiah - Volume 1, Chapters 1-18. Eerdmans Pub.
1992)

Completely (03632) (kaliyl) expresses totality, both of accomplishment and of destruction. It means perfect, complete, whole,
wholly, all and pertains to a complete degree of an attribute.

Kaliyl - 15 verses in the OT - Ex. 28:31; 39:22; Lev. 6:22f; Num. 4:6; Deut. 13:16; 33:10; Jdg. 20:40; 1 Sam. 7:9; Ps. 51:19; Isa.
2:18; Lam. 2:15; Ezek. 16:14; 27:3; 28:12. The NAS renders kaliyl as all(2), burned entirely(1), completely(1), entirely(1), perfect(3),
perfection(1), pure(1), whole(3), whole burnt offering(2), whole burnt offerings(1).

Vanish (02498) (chalaph) means to to hasten away, pass on or away, to be over. The word has the meaning of to pass away or to
vanish with reference to days (Job 9:26), rain (Song 2:11), and idols (Is 2:18). The Lxx translates with the verb katakrupto which

means to cover over or conceal. Given that they are "nothing" they will be easy to cover over! Why do we find them so enthalling?

Chalaph - 27v in the OT - Ge 31:7, 41; 35:2; 41:14; Lv 27:10; Jdg 5:26; 1Sa 10:3; 2Sa 12:20; Job 4:15; 9:11, 26; 11:10; 14:7; 20:24;
29:20; Ps 90:5,6; 102:26; Song 2:11; Is 2:18; 8:8; 9:10; 21:1; 24:5; 40:31; 41:1; Hab 1:11

Through His mouthpiece Zechariah Jehovah declares that...

“It will come about in that day,” (What day? This refers specifically to the Millennial Kingdom) declares the
Lord of hosts, “that | will cut off the names of the idols from the land and they will no longer be
remembered; and | will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land. (Zec 13:2)

Ortlund comments that...

Idols are precious. They are always our hard-won silver and gold. That's why we prize them. They are
beautiful, but also contemptible. J. R. R. Tolkien portrayed this in The Lord of the Rings. Everyone who wears
the golden ring of power morphs into something weirdly subhuman, like Gollum, who cherishes it as “My
Precious.” So for Middle-earth to be saved, the ring must be thrown into the fire of Mount Doom and destroyed
forever. Tolkien understood that the key to life is not only what we lay hold of but also what we throw away.
Paul wrote,

“I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ” (Philippians
3:8-note).
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What golden idols do we cherish as essential to our happiness? What must we throw away, to possess the one

treasure we really cannot live without—Christ, who will not make us weird but beautiful, like himself? (Ortlund
Raymond: Isaiah God Saves Sinners - Preaching the Word Series. Crossway. 2005)

Isaiah 2:19 Men willgo into caves of therocks and into holes of the ground Before * the terror of the LORD and the
splendor of His majesty, when He arises to make the earth tremble. (NASB: Lockman)

English Translation of the Greek (Septuagint): having carried them into the caves, and into the clefts of the
rocks, and into the caverns of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and by reason of the glory of his might, when he
shall arise to strike terribly the earth.

Amplified: Then shall [the stricken, deprived of all in which they had trusted] go into the caves of the rocks and
into the holes of the earth from before the terror and dread of the Lord and from before the glory of His
majesty, when He arises to shake mightily and terribly the earth. [Luke 23:30.] (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

KJV: And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and
for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

NET: They will go into caves in the rocky cliffs and into holes in the ground, trying to escape the dreadful
judgment of the LORD and his royal splendor, when he rises up to terrify the earth. (NET Bible)

NJB: they will go into the caverns of the rocks and into the fissures of the earth in terror of Yahweh, at the
brilliance of his majesty, when he arises to make the earth quake. (NJB)

NLT: And men will go into caves of the rocks, And into holes of the ground Before the terror of the LORD, And
before the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Young's Literal: And men have entered into caverns of rocks, And into caves of dust, Because of the fear of
Jehovah, And because of the honour of His excellency, In His rising to terrify the earth.

Men will go into caves of the rocks and into holes of the ground before the terror of the LORD and the splendor of His
majesty:

= 1s2:10,21; 1Sa 13:6; 14:11; Je 16:16; Ho 10:8; Mic 7:17; Lk 23:30; He 11:38; Re 6:15; 9:6
= Of the rocks - Is 2:10; 2Th 1:9
= Isaiah 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

A DESPERATE DAY!
NOWHERE TO RUN!
NOWHERE TO HIDE!

Men will go into caves of the rocks - In Isa 2:10 this action iscommanded and here it is declared as that which in fact will be
done! Men who gloried in their prowess and strength will flee from God in fear to seek shelter in the rocks and dirt!

Jesus quotes from a similar passage in Hosea 10:8 in Luke 23:30+ which are His last words as He walks to the Cross, there
warning the women wailing for Him that they should wail for themselves as a horrible destruction is destined for Jerusalem in less
than 40 years (70 AD). \

John describes another horrible time, the one of a kindGreat Tribulation of the last of thelast Days, when the Jews would
experience the Time of Jacob's distress described in Jeremiah 30:7. The earth-dwellers (unbelieving Jews and Gentiles ) at that time
will be so horrified at God's hand of judgment that they will cry out "to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from
the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." (Rev 6:16+).

Caves (04631 - naun) (mearah) is an underground chamber, usually of natural origin and often used as a shelter, hideout, or burial
cave. The related word den usually refers to a wild animal's covert hiding place (as when David fled from Saul = Ps 57:1). In ancient
days caves served as burial places and were valuable property.

The Lxx translates mearah with the noun schismas (English - schism - a division or separation) which means crack, cleft or fissure.
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How ironic that all who refuse to humble themselves and seek their hiding place in the cleft of the Rock Christ Jesus, will seek to
hide themselves from His all seeing eye in the day of distress which as described below will be consummated when the wrath of God
falls full force on a faithless world in the time of tribulation which precedes the rising of the Sun (Son) of righteousness Who will
return and bring healing in His wings, not only to the believing Jewish remnant but to all who have chosen to hide themselves in the
Rock of their salvation, Christ Jesus. Glory! Hallelujah!

Caves could be natural or artificial and were found in open fields (Ge 23:20), rocks (Isaiah 2:19) and were used as dwelling-places
(Ge 19:30), places of concealment (1 Samuel 13:6; 14:11; 1 Kings 18:4; cp Hebrews 11:38), resting places (1 Samuel 24:3; 1 Kings
19:9), burial places (Genesis 23:19; cp John 11:38), haunts of robbers (Jeremiah 7:11; cp Matthew 21:13), hiding placed of wild
beasts (different Hebrew word - Nahum 2:12), often capacious (1 Samuel 22:1,2; 24:3), afford no protection from the judgments of
God (Isaiah 2:19; Ezekiel 33:27; cf Revelation 6:15), were occasionally give names (Adullam - 1 Samuel 22:1, Machpelah Genesis
23:9, Makkedah Joshua 10:16,17).

= Torrey Topical Textbook Caves

= American Tract Society Cave

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Cave

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Caves

=« Holman Bible Dictionary Caves

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Cave

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Cave

= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Cave
= Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Caves

=« The Jewish Encyclopedia Caves in Palestine

Mearah - 34 verses

Genesis 19:30 Lot went up from Zoar, and stayed in the mountains, and his two daughters with him; for he
was afraid to stay in Zoar; and he stayed in a cave, he and his two daughters.

Genesis 23:9 that he may give me the cave of Machpelah which he owns, which is at the end of his field; for
the full price let him give it to me in your presence for a burial site."

11 "No, my lord, hear me; | give you the field, and | give you the cave that is in it. In the presence of the sons
of my people | give it to you; bury your dead."

17 So Ephron's field, which was in Machpelah, which faced Mamre, the field and cave which was in it, and all
the trees which were in the field, that were within all the confines of its border, were deeded over

19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field at Machpelah facing Mamre (that is,
Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

20 So the field and the cave that is in it, were deeded over to Abraham for a burial site by the sons of Heth.

Genesis 25:9 Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the
son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre,

Genesis 49:29 Then he charged them and said to them, "I am about to be gathered to my people; bury me
with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham
bought along with the field from Ephron the Hittite for a burial site.

32 the field and the cave that is in it, purchased from the sons of Heth."

Genesis 50:13 for his sons carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field of
Machpelah before Mamre, which Abraham had bought along with the field for a burial site from Ephron the
Hittite.

Joshua 10:16 Now these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in the cave at Makkedah.
17 It was told Joshua, saying, "The five kings have been found hidden in the cave at Makkedah."
18 Joshua said, "Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and assign men by it to guard them,

22 Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the cave and bring these five kings out to me from the cave."
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23 They did so, and brought these five kings out to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon.

27 It came about at sunset that Joshua gave a command, and they took them down from the trees and threw
them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and put large stones over the mouth of the cave, to this
very day.

Judges 6:2 The power of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of Midian the sons of Israel made for
themselves the dens which were in the mountains and the caves and the strongholds.

1 Samuel 13:6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait (for the people were hard-pressed), then
the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in pits.

1 Samuel 22:1 So David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam; and when his brothers and
all his father's household heard of it, they went down there to him.

1 Samuel 24:3 He came to the sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to relieve
himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses of the cave.

7 David persuaded his men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. And Saul arose,
left the cave, and went on his way.

8 Now afterward David arose and went out of the cave and called after Saul, saying, "My lord the king!" And
when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the ground and prostrated himself.

10 "Behold, this day your eyes have seen that the LORD had given you today into my hand in the cave, and
some said to kill you, but my eye had pity on you; and | said, 'l will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for
he is the LORD'S anointed.’

2 Samuel 23:13 Then three of the thirty chief men went down and came to David in the harvest time to the
cave of Adullam, while the troop of the Philistines was camping in the valley of Rephaim.

1 Kings 18:4 for when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid
them by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water.)

13 "Has it not been told to my master what | did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, that | hid a
hundred prophets of the LORD by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water?

1 Kings 19:9 Then he came there to a cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the LORD came to him,
and He said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"

13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave.
And behold, a voice came to him and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"

1 Chronicles 11:15 Now three of the thirty chief men went down to the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam,
while the army of the Philistines was camping in the valley of Rephaim.

Isaiah 2:19 Men will go into caves of the rocks And into holes of the ground Before the terror of the LORD And
the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble.

Isaiah 32:14 Because the palace has been abandoned, the populated city forsaken. Hill and watch-tower have
become caves forever, A delight for wild donkeys, a pasture for flocks;

Jeremiah 7:11 "Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I,
even |, have seen it," declares the LORD.

Ezekiel 33:27 "Thus you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "As | live, surely those who are in the
waste places will fall by the sword, and whoever is in the open field | will give to the beasts to be devoured,
and those who are in the strongholds and in the caves will die of pestilence.

This world wide "terror of the LORD" will be clearly manifest for all to see (and feel and experience) in the horrible seven years
commonly known as the Tribulation (Note: Jesus used the term which strictly speaking refers the Great Tribulation the final 3.5
years when "the wrath of God is finished" Rev 15:1-note) (Daniel's Seventieth Week) and being described in the Revelation 6
through Revelation 20...

And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave
and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the
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mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us (cp Ge 3:8 = Adam and Eve - hiding is the effect of sin
in the presence of God's holiness!) from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb" (Rev 6:15-note, Re 6:16-note)

Tony Garland commenting on Rev 6:15, 16 writes...

Here is the classic record of man’s response to his own sin—a vain attempt to hide from the omnipresent,
omniscient, almighty God (Ge 3:8; Re 6:16). In the irony of God, those who persecuted God’s servants, who
were “destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy,” who “wandered in deserts and
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth” (Heb. 11:38) now experience firsthand a similar affliction from the
very hand of God.

So intense is their fear of God’s judgments that they temporarily seek even death—anything to flee from His
manifest presence (Ho 10:8; Lk 23:30; Re 9:6-note).

Hide us - Attempting to hide from God illustrates how sin and fear warp the intellect, for it is impossible to hide
from the Omnipresent One (Job 34:22). How different the motivation of the godly from the ungodly. Those with
faith in Christ desire His presence and seek His face. (Ps. 17:15; Pr. 8:7; Isa. 45:19; Is 58:2; 65:1; Je 29:13;
Amos 5:4). Those who reject God fear His presence and flee His face. This dichotomy is seen today in the
reaction of people to the preaching of the gospel:

For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among
those who are perishing. To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to
the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things? (2Co 2:15,
16)

At the scene of God’s final judgment of the ungodly, there will be nowhere available to hide from His face, for
heaven and earth will have fled away (Re 20:11). All things are naked in His sight!

The wrath of the Lamb - Here we encounter a phrase of seeming contradiction. The Lamb Who was silently
led to the slaughter (Is 53:7) now metes out wrath. It is the Lamb which opens each of the seals bringing forth
these judgments which are indicative of the wrath of God. See commentary on Revelation 5:5.

The wrath of God began earlier, when the Lamb arose from His seat to open the first seal. Now it is
recognized for what it is.

“It should be noted that the passage does not say that the wrath of God begins only with
the sixth seal, but that only with the sixth seal do unbelievers recognize that it is the wrath
of God.” (Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of Messiah, rev ed. Tustin, CA: Ariel
Ministries, 2003, 221)

Those on the earth are ignorant of the Scriptures. Yet even they recognize that the time of God’s wrath has
now come upon the earth (Re 11:18-note; Re 14:9-note, Re 14:10-note, Re 14:19-note; Re 15:1-note, Re
15:7-note; Re 16:1-note, Re 16:19-note). See commentary on Revelation 5:6-note. (A Testimony of Jesus
Christ - Revelation 6:16)

When He arises to make the earth tremble

s s 2:10,21; 1 Samuel 13:6; 14:11; Jeremiah 16:16; Hosea 10:8; Micah 7:17; Luke 23:30; Hebrews 11:38; Revelation 6:15; 9:6

= Of the rocks - Is 2:10; 2Th 1:9

s When He arises - Is 30:32; Psalms 7:6; 18:6-15; 76:7-9; 114:5, 6, 7; Micah 1:3,4; Nahum 1:3, 4, 5, 6; Habakkuk 3:3-14;
Haggai 2:6,21,22; Hebrews 12:26; 2Peter 3:10-13; Revelation 6:12, 13, 14; 11:13,19; 16:18; 20:11

= Isaiah 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

John Martin writes that "Throughout this section (Is 2:6—4:1) and many others in the Book of Isaiah, there is an interesting interplay
between the judgment which the Lord will inflict on the nation by the Assyrian and Babylonian Captivities and the judgment which will
come on Israel and the whole world in the ‘last days’ just before the Millennium. Probably Isaiah and the other prophets had no idea
of the lengthy time span that would intervene between those exiles and this later time of judgment. Though many of the predictions
in Is 2:10-21 happened when Assyria and Babylon attacked Israel and Judah, the passage looks ahead to a cataclysmic judgment
on the whole world (Ed: As indicated by lIsaiah's description --when He rises to make the earth tremble [Is 2:19-note, Is
2:21-note]-- which speaks of a global or worldwide fulfilment not restricted geographically to Israel and not yet fulfilled in history
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which thus speaks of a yet future event). (Walvoord. J. F., Zuck, R. B., et al: The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 1985. Victo)

In Hebrews we read that "His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more | willshake (seio -
literally, as causing violent movement or disturbance, especially of universal dimension) not only the earth, but also the heaven.”
(Heb 12:26)

When He arises - When Christ (Who is now seated at the right hand of His Father in heaven - Ps 110:1note, Mt 22:44, Lk 22:69,
Col 3:1-note, He 1:3-note, He 8:1-note, He 10:12-note, He 12:2-note) stands up and begins His reign, this reign will culminate in His
Second Coming at the end of the Great Tribulation.

Arises (06965 - nij7) (qum) which refers literally to the physical action of "rising up" (Ge 19:33, 35, Ru 3:14) or standing as the
result of rising up (Josh 7:12-13). It may denote any movement to an erect position, such as getting up out of a bed (Gen. 19:33), or
it can be used as the opposite of sitting or kneeling, as when Abraham “stood up from before his dead” (Gen. 23:3). Qum
(figuratively) can mean to come about. Qum has a host of additional figurative meanings - to show honor and respect (Ge 27:19; Ex.
33:10; Num. 23:18); to move (Ex. 10:23); to recover (Ex. 21:19); to belong (Lev. 25:30); to cost (Lev. 27:14, 17); to be valid (Nu
30:5); to appear (Dt. 13:1[2]); to follow (Dt. 29:22[21]); to be hostile (Jdg. 9:18); to endure (1Sa 13:14); to replace (1Ki 8:20). The
word can also mean to ratify (Ru 4:7); to obligate (Esther. 9:21, 27, 31); to establish or strengthen (Ps 119:28); to fulfill (Ezek 13:6).
In the causative form, it means to provide (Ge 38:8; 2Sa 12:11); to rouse (Gen. 49:9); to perform (Dt 9:5); to revive (Ru 4:5, 10); to
keep one’s word (1Sa 3:12); to erect (1Ki 7:21); to appoint (1Ki 11:14); to be victorious (Ps. 89:43); to bring to silence (Ps. 107:29).
(Baker - WSDQT)

The first use of qum in Ge 4:8 describes the first murder of a man by another man when Cain "rose up against Abel his brother and
killed him." The last use of qum in the OT is Zech 11:16 "For behold, | am going to raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care
for the perishing, seek the scattered, heal the broken, or sustain the one standing, but will devour the flesh of the fat sheep and tear
off their hoofs (Ed: Most think this is a reference to the future Antichrist - John MacArthur writes "Because they did not choose the
Good Shepherd, Israel will receive a foolish one who will do absolutely the opposite of what is expected of shepherds, he will
destroy the sheep (v. 16). This is exactly what Antichrist does = cf. Da 9:27; Mt 24:15-22)."

Qum is used in Genesis of establishing a covenant (Ge 6:18, 9:9, 11, 17, 17:7, 19, 21, 26:3 where covenant is called an "oath", Ex
6:4) Qum describes Abraham's obedience to arise and take Isaac to Mt Moriah to sacrifice him (Ge 22:3). Qum refers to deeding
over property (Ge 23:17, 20). In Joseph's dream his sheave arising before his brothers' spoke a prophecy of his rise to greatness
(Ge 37:7). In Ge 38:8 "raise up offspring" refers to procreating an heir. Joseph uses qum to predict seven years of famine that would
arise (Ge 41:30). Qum describes a new kingarising (to power) in Egypt (Ex 1:8). In Ex 15:7 "rise up against" speaks of those who
oppose God. Qum is used to "erect (Lxx - anistemi - cause to arise) the tabernacle" (Ex 26:30).

Vine adds that qum "Qum may be used by itself, with no direct object to refer to the origin of something, as when Isaiah says, “It
shall not stand ...” (Isa. 7:7). Sometimes qum is used in an intensive mood to signify empowering or strengthening: “Strengthen thou
me according unto thy word” (Ps. 119:28). It is also used to denote the inevitable occurrence of something predicted or prearranged
(Ezek. 13:6). In a military context, qum may mean “to engage in battle.” In Ps. 18:38, for instance, God says, “| have wounded them
that were not able to rise ...” (cf. 2 Sam. 23:10). Qum may also be used very much like <amad to indicate the continuation of
something—e.g., “Thy kingdom shall not continue” (1 Sam. 13:14). Sometimes it indicates validity, as when a woman’s vow shall not
“stand” (be valid) if her father forbids it (Num. 30:5). Also see Deut. 19:15, which states that a matter may be “confirmed” only by the
testimony of two or more witnesses. In some passages, qum means “immovable”; so Eli’s eyes were “set” (1 Sam. 4:15). Another
special use of qum is “rise up again,” as when a childless widow complains to the elders, “My husband’s brother refuseth to raise up
unto his brother a name in Israel ...” (Deut. 25